Sternal wound dressings--a research study into risk factors.
Papworth Hospital is an internationally renowned centre for cardiothoracic surgery and cardiopulmonary transplantation. Each year approximately 2,000 procedures are carried out. In early 1994 staff had noticed an increase in the number of cardiac patients returning for debridement of sternal wounds following infection. This was obviously an area for concern, and consequently a research project was initiated to examine potential risk factors for sternal wound infection.